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Sunflower Raft-Up 2007 

 

A Physics 

Questioné 

How much 

force does 30 

knots of wind 

exert on the 

anchors hold-

ing 10 sail-

boats that are 

tied together? 

Answer...Too 

much! The 

folks partici-

pating in the 

2007 Sun-

flower Raft-

up had first 

hand experi-

ence with this 

Physics ques-

tion during the early morning hours of August 12th.  

 

A flash of lightening and a clap of thunder announced the 

approach of a squall line around 4:15am Sunday morning. 

Soon, rain and gusting winds struck the group of 10 boats 

that was still rafted in a circle. Sensing that the raft was 

drifting toward shallower waters, several of the skippers 

started their engines, applied power and held the group in 

position until the worst of the relatively brief storm had 

passed and the anchors were once again able to manage 

the strain. In the meantime, some of the other boats in the 

anchorage at Port Sheldon were dealing with problems of 

their own. Several were observed to be drifting and then 

moving about, seemingly trying to reset their anchors. 

Two hours later as dawn began to break, five of the boats 

decided to disconnect from the raft and head for home. 

The other five boats chose to stay. 

The story began eighteen hours earlier as 16 boats from 

Muskegon, Grand Haven, Holland and Saugatuck rendez-

voused on Pigeon Lake at Port Sheldon to enjoy Sunflower 

2007. Gary and Barb Taggart of 2nd Edition traveled the 

farthest, from Muskegon, to participate. By 3:00pm the last 

boat was secured and the circle was closed. The fun really 

began then. People had brought all kinds of water toys with 

themékayaks, rafts, floating lounges, super soakers and 

various other means of having fun on the water. The hors 

dõoeuvres appeared in the cockpit of most boats and the 

boat hopping began.  

 

A little before 4:00pm a plane appeared in the sky over-

head. A photographer was there to record the event from 

the air. The fun continued through the afternoon into the 

early evening when, one by one, six of the participants left 

the circle. As each left, the circle was drawn smaller. A 

quiet evening ensured as folks, tired from their play in the 

water, sat in small groups on various boats enjoying sailing 

camaraderie. As it got dark, it got quieter and quieter as 

people disappeared below to turn in for the night. 
 

(continued on page 2) 

Aerial photos can be viewed and purchased at:  

 

www.edpostphotography.com/sunflower 

photo by Rod Schmidt 

ALCHEMIST, OVATION & PHOENIX  
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View from 

the Helm 

by: Commodore, Barb Krater  

 

Hello All!  

 

I wanted to thank all of the people who worked so 

hard to make Mac Bay XIV the super weekend it 

was.  A Great time was had by all.  We had over 

100 people attending this yearôs event.  Thanks to 

all of those attending this annual event. The date for 

Mac Bay XV has been set, July 11thð13th. Mark 

you calendar now so you wonôt miss the best week-

end on Lake Michigan. 

 

We are in the process of electing Officers and Di-

rectors for the coming year. You will find a ballot 

elsewhere in this newsletter. If you are interested in 

getting more information as to what may be in-

volved with being a member of the leadership team 

of LMCA, please contact Rod Schmidt for details. 

 

Donôt forget the Wine and Color Tour that is com-

ing up on Saturday, October 20th.  More information 

is in the newsletter. 

 

It is that time of year when we all must take our 

boats out of the water due to the impending winter.  

I hope that all of you have a wonderful winter and I 

hope to see you at any of the LMCA activities 

throughout the winter: the Christmas Party on De-

cember 4th, Strictly Sail in February and the Spring 

Thing in April. 

 

Fair winds and following seas! 

 

Barb Krater 

Sunflower Raft-Up 

(continued from page 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event, in its entirety, was a good time. Fun was had 

and lessons were learned. This writer now has a new an-

choring ruleéno anchoring in groups after dark. The 

next Sunflower will be just as much fun, but with proper 

planning, we wonõt have to answer Physics questions. 

photos by Rod Schmidt 
Kids of all ages having fun in the water. 

 

Mac Bay Get -Away XV  
July 11 -13, 2008  

Macatawa Bay Yacht Club  
Mark your calendar now!  

To access the ñMembers Onlyò section of the website, the username is 
Catalina and the password is Family. Be certain to use upper-case letters 

at the beginning of both words. (www.lmca.com) 
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Fall Color & 

Winery Tour 

 

Saturday, October 20th is the 

date...mark it on your calen-

dar. We will be touring South-

west Lower Michigan this 

year and we hope you will 

join in the fun. To aid you as 

you plan your tour, you might want to check out a couple 

of websites that have helpful information: 

 

www.wmta.org/

colortour is a 

source of infor-

mation about 

various scenic 

color tours in 

Southwest 

Lower Michigan 

along with a 

listing of farm 

markets, Fall 

Festivals and 

other items of 

interest. 

 

www.michiganwine.com will provide you information 

about the wineries of Southwest Lower Michigan...their 

locations, their hours and the wines they produce. By us-

ing the information gathered from their various websites, 

you will be able to put together you individualized tour 

plan for the day. 

 

After a day of enjoying the beauty of autumn in Michigan 

and sampling what the area vintners have to offer, we will 

gather for dinner at LaCantina Ristorante Italiano in Paw 

Paw.  Dinner will be at 6:00pm. If you are planning to 

join us for dinner, please contact Rod Schmidt at (616)846

-1361 or rod@rodandjo.com by October 17th so he can 

let the friendly folks at the restaurant know how many to 

expect for dinner. 

 

Checking out the vines. 

photos by Rod Schmidt 

David & Robin Green were among the folks from Chicago 

Area Fleet 21 who joined us for Color Tour 2005. 

Elections for 2008  
In accordance with the by-laws, the Nominat-
ing Committee presents this slate of candidates 

for flag officer and director positions on the 
Board of Directors. Please vote for the candi-

dates of your choice and return the ballot to: 

Stephanie Brackenridge, 1125 Avocet Court, 
Holland, MI  49424 

 

Ballots must be received by November 30, 2007.  

Alternately, you may cast your vote by e-mail. Send to 

Stephanie Brackenridge: stephaniekrater@yahoo.com 
 

 

Voting Rules: To preserve the integrity of the election, 

you may vote only once and All Ballots Must Be Signed.  
 

Name of Voter: __________________________________ 

 

Please return your signed ballot by November 30, 2007.  

You may return it to Stephanie Brackenridge with your 

membership renewal (a  form is on page 7 for your con-

venience) or send it to:  

 

 Stephanie Brackenridge  

 11252 Avocet Court  

  Holland, MI  49424 

 

 Commodore    Barb Krater 

Treasurer    Stephanie Brackenridge 

Secretary    Dave Visser 

Director (2 year term)    Steve Magennis 

Director (2 year term)    Bob Standish 

Annual  

Christmas Party 

 

Yes, it seems early, but mark 

your calendar now so you donõt 

miss the annual Christmas 

Party. Rod & Jo Schmidt will be hosting this holiday 

gathering at their home in Grand Haven on December 

4th.  Bring a bottle of wine to share...cheese cake will 

be provided. It begins at 6:30pm and lasts until you go 

home.  



On Displayé 
      ...the NEW CATALINA 350 MKII   
          

A redesigned deck for improved function, ergonomics and appearance with the 

following features: 

Å Selden mast, boom and vang 

Å Lower, sleek cabin top 

Å Larger window area for more light and visibility 

Å Updated pedestal steering system with LED cockpit light 

Å More comfortable stern rail seats 

Å New style transom (without a joint at the waterline) 

Å A mainsheet traveler completely controlled from the port side 

Å A stern ladder which is deploy able from the water (for safety), and 

improved stern access from the dock 

Upgraded and redesigned interior features include: 

Å Solid-surface counter tops in the galley 

Å Acrylic and stainless steel splash guard at the galley counter 

Å Improved refrigeration insulation 

Å Solid Ash batten lining the hull in place of plywood veneer panels 

Å A suspended ñcloud styleò plate rack over the galley with adjustable 

acrylic pegs, and an adjustable light over the sink 

Å Main cabin table is now mounted on an adjustable gas spring high-low 

base 

Å The moveable bench seat is redesigned for easier use and storage 

Å New style main cabin upholstery 

Å Engine anti-siphon valve is relocated to the cockpit locker for easier 

access 

Å Fresh water plumbing system is redesigned for shorter routing; easier 

maintenance and rapid hot water delivered to faucets 

Å Deck liner is redesigned for easier routing of AC and heat for improved 

efficiency 

Å Redesigned cabinets and lockers for a fresh, contemporary look 

Å Navigation area redesign to allow more space for electronics and 

equipment 

Å All systems have been reviewed and updated for improved efficiency 

and maintenance. 

Sail Place Inc. 

  142 W. Cherry St.                 27 Madison St. 
  Cedar Springs, MI  49319                        Waukegan, IL  60085 
  877-889-6006                                         866-445-7280 
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Our Sponsors 

 

The LMCA summer rendezvous 

would not be possible without 

the support of our sponsors. 

Only with their generous back-

ing are we able to offer such a 

top quality weekend at such a 

reasonable cost to our members. 

If youõve looked at the promo-

tions for the big gatherings on 

the east and west coasts, youõve 

seen that they cost the partici-

pants a lot more than we charge 

for our òother coastó rendez-

vous.  

 

We thankfully acknowledge their 

support with advertisements in 

each issue of this publication. 

When you patronize their busi-

nesses or see them, please thank 

them for supporting LMCA. 

Itõs 

Back! 

 

As we mentioned in the last issue 

of the Inland Cõs, the òSale Bagó 

section of the website is now 

available for your use and enjoy-

ment. This classified ad feature is 

where you, as an LMCA mem-

ber, can advertise boats and boat-

ing equipment, free of charge. If 

you have items you would like to 

list on the Sale Bag, just e-mail 

them to the webmaster...  

webmaster@lmca.com  

You may also include a photo of 

the item(s), if you wish. 

 

Our webmaster, Annie VanTol, 

has also been hard at work giving 

the entire website a fresh looké  

check it out. Sheõs hoping to 

have the ònewó site up and run-

ning by the time you read this. 
 

www.lmca.com  
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§ Hides cushion crevices 

§ Easily folds to access storage 

§ Improves innersprings too 

§ Custom fit is guaranteed  

§ Any size - any shape - any 

year - any Catalina ! 

§ Live-a-boards love them 

 

§ Custom sheets also available 

ñOur quilted ópillow-topô pad will 

make sleeping on your boat more 

comfortable than at homeò 

Toll Free   

1-888-989-6503  

Order online 
www.tuftedtopper.com 

SM 

the affordable marine sleeping solution 

óTufted
 Topper

ô 

C-320 aft cabin 

 

Specializing in marine art by  
Frank Roosa:  

Commissions, limited edition prints and original oils. 
 

books by Valerie Roosa: 
�´�7�U�X�H���&�R�O�R�U�V�µ�����W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���R�I���D���Q�D�X�W�L�F�D�O���I�L�F�W�L�R�Q���V�H�U�L�H�V�� 

set during the War of 1812. 
Soft cover version: $17.95 plus S&H 

�´�6�K�D�G�R�Z���2�Q���W�K�H���:�D�W�H�U�µ���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���V�R�R�Q�� 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please visit our  
website: 

www.daystarartstudios.com 
 

or phone us at (616) 738-2652 
 

e-mail: daystarartstudios@sbcglobal.net 

�³�)�O�L�J�K�W���R�I���W�K�H���6�Z�D�Q�V�´ 


