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Christmas Party 
 

Saturday, December 10th...that is 

the revised date of the annual LMCA Christmas 
Party. This is a change from the date we an-
nounced in the October newsletter. We are hop-
ing that this date may allow more members the 
opportunity to attend. Rod & Jo Schmidt will be 
hosting this evening of camaraderie. Their Santa 
Claus collection helps to make it a cheerful time. 

The festivities will get underway at 6:00pm. 
Desserts will be provided. You are asked to 
bring a bottle of wine to share or any other bev-
erage you’d rather drink. 

 
Commodore Van Sweden will also be announc-
ing the results of the elections for 2012 officers 
and Board members and recognize those whose 
terms are expiring. 

 
The holidays are certainly a busy time of year, 
but why not plan to celebrate with your Catalina 
Family.  

Spring Thing 2012 
 
As we approach the Winter Solstice, Spring seems a 
long way off , but the cold and dark of winter will give 
way once more to longer days and brighter skies. We 
will all be ready to get our boats in the water and begin 
another season of sailing. However, before we start the 

sailing season, we will have an opportunity to gather 
with our Catalina Family and catch up on winter hap-
penings. Spring Thing 2012 will feature a presentation 
by Jon & Mary Bontekoe. They will take us vicariously 
with them on their Fall 2011 French River Cruise.  

 
Dave Visser, is heading up this prelude to summer. For 
now, pencil in the 2nd and 3rd Saturday’s in April. 
Complete details will appear in the Inland C’s as they are 

finalized.  Jon & Mary Bontekoe and their French River boat. See and hear 

much more at their presentation at Spring Thing 2012! 
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Check out 

www.SelectLiving.com 
 

The West Michigan Rental - Relocation Guide is 
In digital flip-book format at www.selectliving.com . 

 

So Easy to Use -  
 Keyword Search 

 E-mail or Download & Print 

 Ads link directly to their website 
 

Community information links directly  

to over 250 unique websites for: 
 City & Township Services 

 K - 12 Education 

 Higher Education 

 Performing Arts 

 Libraries 

 Area Golf Courses 

 Regional Attractions 
 

Select Living remains West Michigan’s most 

Reliable resource for relocation needs! 

Our Sponsors 
 

We call your attention to the sponsors you see 

listed throughout  our newsletters & on our 
website. Because of their generous support, we 

are able to offer the programming we present 

while not raising membership dues. When you 
patronize these businesses, be sure to thank 

them for their continued support of LMCA. 

"Real integrity stays in place whether the 
test is adversity or prosperity." 
          - Chuck Swindoll - 
 

I hope all of you had an enjoyable 
Thanksgiving Day.  Ruth & I were 
blessed with having all our children 
and grandchildren at home with us to 

share this special day. Of course, as 
most of you did, we all over ate and 
still are feeling the effects two days 

later. Now we get to start over with 
the leftovers.  Even though the world 
as well as our own country is filled 
with uncertainties, we still have much 
to be thankful for.  I hope all of you 

find happiness and joy during this 
Christmas Holiday Season. 
 
Over the past few years the board as 
well as some of you have seen a 
change in the interest and attitudes of 
our club members as have other clubs 
around the country. With all the ac-
tivities and functions people have at 
their disposal today, it is hard to be 

creative and produce events that keep 
members excited and willing to par-
ticipate. What events to schedule, as 
well as the number and time of year 
presents a real challenge. The board 
is currently putting together a survey 
to go out to the members that ad-
dresses a lot of these issues. It will go 

out this winter and I encourage you 
all to fill it out with your answers and 
recommendations as soon as possi-
ble.  In this way we can get a pulse of 
the membership ( a little medical 

lingo there) and plan accordingly. 
 
Rod and Jo Schmidt again have gra-
ciously invited all LMCA members 
to their home for a dessert party to be 
held on Saturday, December 10th.  
This is a date change from December 
5th which was announced in the last 
Inland C's. If you haven't been to this 
annual event you have missed a trip 

to a Christmas Wonderland. How 
they have their house decorated is a 
must see. Ruth and I hope to see you 
there for some Christmas cheer. 
 
 Keep a steady course and have a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. 

Rick    

View from the Helm by: Commodore, 
Rick Van Sweden 

 

 

Pleased to sponsor LMCA 
 

Dave & Liz Barger 
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27 Madison St. 
Waukegan, IL  60085 
866-445-7280 

142 W. Cherry St. 
Cedar Springs, MI  49319 

877-889-6006 

Follow us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/

Sail Place and Catalina Yachts will 
host the “World Premier” of the 

all new Catalina 325 at  
Strictly Sail Chicago  
January 26-29, 2012. 

 
Contact us for your tickets  

to the Saturday evening  
christening to be held in  

the Catalina display. 

 

Right from it’s beginning, the Lake 
Michigan Catalina Association has  
had the support of the Sail Place and 
the Fulbright family.  
 
The Board wants to take this  
opportunity to thank them for their 
continued encouragement and  
support. During this holiday season 
we extend to them our wishes for a 
Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year 
and continued success in the coming 
years. 



2012 Strictly Sail Show and Catalina Fleet 21 Winter Rendezvous 
 
 
 

The Winter Rendezvous Continues to Go RETRO ! ! ! ! !  
 
 

Due to popular demand, we will continue to go back to the good old days when we supplied 

our own lavish hors d’oeuvre dinner and beverages.  We have again reserved a block of 

beautiful two-room suites at the Embassy Suites at a terrific price. 

 

As we did last year, we will take over about ½ of the Embassy’s huge atrium lobby for our rendezvous.   Please plan to 

bring a great ‘dinner’ hors d’oeuvre and any other snacks you’d like to share for the evening and don’t forget your fa-

vorite beverage as well.  Paper plates, napkins, plastic ware and glasses will be provided.  For those who prefer, there is 

also a cash bar in the lobby that will be available that evening. 

 

We’ll meet in the Embassy Atrium Lobby at 8:00 p.m. after the Strictly Sail Show closes on Saturday to enjoy Fleet 21/

LMCA camaraderie and of course a visit with Frank Butler and Sharon Day.  So don’t delay.  Make your hotel reserva-

tions today and plan to join us for this great annual event. 

 

Strictly Sail Show: Navy Pier – January 26-29, 2012 

 

Winter Rendezvous: Embassy Atrium Lobby – 8:00 p.m. – Saturday, January 28th 

 

Hotel:  Embassy All Suites Downtown/Lakefront – 2 blocks from Navy Pier 

   511 North Columbus Drive, Chicago, IL  60611 

 

   Fleet 21 Rate -- $99/night – two-room suite (King or Two Doubles) 

   which includes:  sofa sleeper in living room; mini refrigerator, microwave  

   oven and coffee maker in kitchenette area; and complimentary full 

   breakfast.  This rate is available for the nights of January 25-31, 2012 

   and reservations must be made by the December 27, 2011 deadline in 

   order to guarantee this special rate. 

 

Book Online:  It’s easy to reserve your room online using the link below which you can 

   type or copy into your web browser.  It takes you directly to our special 

   Catalina Fleet 21 registration site.  (This link can also be found on our 

   Fleet 21 website.) 

 

http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/C/CHIREES-CFL-20120124/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 
 

Book by Phone:  Or reserve a room by phone – Call the Embassy Suites – 312/836-5900.   Just be 

   sure to tell them you want the ‘Catalina Fleet 21’ $99 rate. 

 

Parking:  Embassy Suites has self parking for $42 or valet parking for $49 per day. 

   Several self-park lots/garages are also in the vicinity at comparable rates 

   as well as very reasonable overnight parking at Navy Pier. 

 

Questions?  Call Madalyn Duerr, Chairman – 708/429-0005 

http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/C/CHIREES-CFL-20120124/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG


www.vandoornehearing.com 

 

Van Doorne Hearing Care 

 

Karen Nagelkirk, AuD 
Doctor of Audiology 

 

karen@vandoornehearing.com 

616-796-9387 

866-563-4735 

 

391 Garden Ave. 

Holland, MI  49424 
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Specializing in marine art  

by Frank Roosa:  
Commissions, limited edition prints 

and original oils. 
 

 

books by Valerie Roosa: 
       “Shadow On the Water”, 

     the second in her nautical   
    fiction series, now available. 

   Soft cover version: $17.99 plus S&H 
   Read a Holland Sentinel review of the book…. 
  http://www.daystarartstudios.com/truecolors.html 

 
Please visit our website: 

www.daystarartstudios.com 
 

or phone us at (616) 738-2652 

e-mail: daystarartstudios@sbcglobal.net 

“Manistee Light” 

LMCA  
On-Line  
   Store 

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift??? 
How about merchandise with the LMCA logo 

on it? You can also have your boat’s name 
put on it. Check it out on our  

website, www.lmca.com 
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(800) 373-1451      www.michiganrag.com 

 

 
 



Galley Gourmet... the food we make/eat on our boats  

Smokin’ 

Scovilles  
Turkey Chili 
 

Rod Schmidt 
REBECCA 
Catalina 36 
 
A great cold weather 
dish, I adapted this 
recipe from  
allrecipes.com . I have 
made this many times 
and we really love it. 
It’s also tasty with 
ground beef instead of 
ground turkey. 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor: 
If you have a recipe you’d 
be willing to share… 
please send it to me,  
Rod Schmidt, 
rod@rodandjo.com . 
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Pleased to sponsor LMCA 
 

Jeff & Cindy Cunningham 

Ingredients: 

 1 Tbs. olive oil 

 ½ onion, chopped 

 2 ½ cloves garlic, minced 

 1 small green bell pepper, seeded and chopped 

 1 lb. lean ground turkey 

 1 Tbs. chili powder 

 1 tsp. red pepper flakes (optional) 

 1 ½ tsp. paprika 

 1 ½ tsp. ground cumin 

 1 tsp. dried oregano 

 ½ tsp. ground black pepper 

 1 tsp. seasoned salt 

 1 ½ tsp. Worcestershire sauce 

 ½ tsp liquid smoke flavoring 

 1 (14.5 oz) can diced tomatoes with green chili    
         peppers 

 ½ (8 oz) can tomato sauce 

 1 can kidney beans 

•  ¼ C. whole kernel corn 

 
 

 

Pleased to sponsor LMCA, 

providing Catalina owners  

with 17 years of sailing, 
cruising, racing & ownership 

enjoyment. 
 

Rod & Jo Schmidt 

 

Directions: 

1. Heat the olive oil in a large saucepan 

over medium heat. Add the onion, garlic & 
green peppers; cook until the onion is 
transparent. Push these to one side of the 
pot and crumble in the ground turkey. 
Cover, and cook for about 5 minutes, stir-
ring occasionally, or until the meat is no 
longer pink. Stir everything together so the 
garlic doesn’t burn. 

2. Season with chili powder, red pepper 

flakes, paprika, cumin, oregano, pepper, 
and seasoned salt. Stir in Worcestershire 
sauce, liquid smoke, diced tomatoes with 
green chilies, tomato sauce, kidney beans 
and corn.  Partially cover the pan and sim-
mer over medium heat for about 50 min-
utes, stirring occasionally. 
Remove from the heat and allow to cool 
for a few minutes before serving. Garnish 
with shredded cheese. 

(If additional heat and spiciness is 

desired, add habañero pepper, 

seeded and chopped and/or hot 

pepper sauce.) 
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Thanks to LMCA  

for 17 years of  

wonderful Catalina Sailing! 

 

Bill and Barb Krater 

 

 

Pleased to Sponsor LMCA  
 

Rick & Ruth Van Sweden 

 
 

SM 

the affordable marine sleeping solution 

‘Tufted Topper’ 

C-320 aft cabin 

Now you can have the same luxurious, ’pillow-top’ sleeping surface 

found on deluxe marine mattresses, but at a fraction of the cost.  

Our custom-fitted ‘Tufted Topper’ turns your V-berth, aft cabin or 

dinette cushions into the one-piece, cushy-soft, mattress-feel sleep-

ing surface you need for a great night’s rest! 

“The ideal Holiday gift  

for your boat & back” 

Call Toll Free  888-989-6503  

or order online at 
www.tuftedtopper.com 

 

 Any size - any shape - any 

Catalina! 

 Custom fit is guaranteed. 

 Folds easily for storage.  

 Custom-Fitted Sheets also 

available. 



 

 

 Check One:      Regular Membership (owner of Catalina vessel) 

 

                         Associate Membership (non-owner of vessel or non-Catalina owner) 
 

 Name:                                                                                                                     

 

 First Mate:                                                                                                    ____  

 

 Street: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 City: __________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ________ 

 

 Phone:(Home)____________________ (Work/Cell)______________________ 

 

 E-mail Address: skipper_____________________________________________ 

 

 E-mail Address:  first mate___________________________________________ 

 

 Boat Name: ______________________________Sail#: _______ Model: ______ 

 

 If not a Catalina, please describe: ______________________________________ 

 

 Home Port/marina: ________________________________________________ 

 

 Children's Names and Ages: __________________________________________  

 

 I would prefer to receive the newsletter: (check one or both)                                                   

           (    ) by mail   (    ) electronically 

 

 To aid the Board of Directors in programming, please circle all interests that apply:  

Racing,   Cruising,   Social Activities,   Educational Seminars,  

Other (specify) ______________________  

 

 Payment (Check all that apply): 

                    [  ] Initiation Fee $10.00 (First year only) 

                    [  ] Annual dues  $25.00 

                    [  ] Mainsheet Subscription $12.00 (Optional) 

 

 $                         Total Submitted 

 

 Please include a check payable to Lake Michigan Catalina Association.  

 Mail to: 

Lake Michigan Catalina Association 

c/o Karen Nagelkirk 

4796 Crestridge Court 

Holland, MI  49423 



Lake Michigan Catalina Association 
c/o Rod Schmidt  
12221 Sandy Woods Dr 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

the Inland Cs 
is published by the  

Lake Michigan  

Catalina Association. 
 

Editor: 

Rod Schmidt 
12221 Sandy Woods Dr. 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 

(616) 846-1361 
e-mail: 

rod@rodandjo.com 

        


